
 
 
 
 

Art Progression  

 

Flourishing Through Faith and Fellowship to 
Aspire, Believe and Achieve 

 

Level Expected at the End of EYFS 
We have selected the Early Learning Goals that link most closely to the Art and Design National Curriculum. 

 
Art in EYFS  
• Learn the colour chart/primary colours and mixing colours to create another.  
• A significant artist – Andy Warhol  
• Use a range of materials to create effects – feathers, leaves, paint, pompoms, card, tissue etc – Owls, 

hedgehogs, fireworks, Christmas decorations.  
• Join recyclable materials to create a mixed-up animal  
• Use fruit to create a face  
 
Expressive Arts and Design ELG: Creating with Materials - Children at the expected level of development will: - 
Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, 
form and function; - Share their creations, explaining the process they have used; - Make use of props and 
materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories.  
 
Physical Development ELG: Fine Motor Skills - Children at the expected level of development will: - Hold a 
pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – using the tripod grip in almost all cases; - Use a range of small 
tools, including scissors, paint brushes and cutlery; - Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing. 
 
 

Expressive Arts and Design (Exploring and Using Media and 
Materials) 
Children safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and 
techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and 
function. 

Expressive Arts and Design (Being Imaginative) 
Children use what they have learnt about media and materials in 
original ways, thinking about uses and purposes. They represent 
their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design and 
technology, art, music, dance, role play and stories. 
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Continuous provision for Art  
• Indoor Creative Area  
• Outdoor Creative Area  
• Junk Modelling  
• Transient Art  

 
 
 
Exploring and Developing Ideas 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

  

Children start to understand how ideas 
are developed through processes. 
Children build up resilience to getting 
things wrong and trying again. Children 
practise and share their learning and 
skills with others, receive and offer 
feedback to improve. 
 

Children start collecting and developing 
ideas using sketchbooks. They continue 
to build up resilience, making mistakes 
and suggesting improvements to improve 
their work. Children practise and share 
their learning and skills with others, 
giving and receiving feedback to improve. 
 

Children start collecting more information 
and resources to present in sketchbooks. 
They continue to build their knowledge of 
techniques by experimenting and 
predicting what might happen. Children 
continue to practise and share their 
learning and skills with others, receiving 
and offering feedback to improve. 

• Playdough  
• Mud kitchen  
• Water play  
• Chalk  
• Sand area 
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Drawing  
 

 
Painting 

 
 
 
 

 KS1 LKS2 UKS2 
 Children begin to explore different 

techniques involved in drawing such as 
shading, thick and thin lines, patterns 
and shapes as well as using different 
surfaces to draw on. Children are also 
exposed to using different materials to 
draw with such as pencils, felt tips, 
charcoal, crayons, chalk and pastels. 

 

Children develop their knowledge of drawing 
by continuing to use a variety of drawing tools 
from KS1. They are introduced to new ways of 
making effect through tone, texture, light and 
shadow. They have the opportunity to use 
vocabulary learned in KS1 accurately, e.g. 
shading, thick and thin. 

 

Children continue to use a variety of 
drawing tools but are introduced to new 
techniques, e.g. creating perspective. 
They become more confident in 
techniques already learned and use the 
vocabulary learned accurately, e.g. 
shading, thick and thin. Children will rely 
on their sketching books to improve their 
drawing skills. 

 

 KS1 LKS2 UKS2 
 Children can explore using a variety of 

different brushes to see what happens. 
Children begin to learn the primary 
colours and experiment with mixing 
paints to understand tone and secondary 
colours. 

 

Children continue exploring using a variety of 
different brushes to see what happens. They 
use the language of colour accurately when 
mixing, e.g. shade, primary and tint. Children 
begin to experiment with colour for effect and 
mood. 

 

Children continue exploring a variety of 
different brushes to see what happens. 
They use the language of colour 
accurately and use inspiration from 
natural and non-natural works to create a 
colour palette. Children are more 
expressive with colour, associating 
colours with moods. 
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Sculpture 
 

 
 
Collage 

 

 
 
 

 KS1 LKS2 UKS2 
 Children have the opportunity to use a 

variety of materials for sculpting and 
experiment with joining and 
constructing. They begin to use the 
correct vocabulary associated with 
sculpting and construction to 
demonstrate their understanding of the 
skill. 

 

Children still have the opportunity to use a 
variety of materials for sculpting. They 
experiment with joining and construction, 
asking and answering questions such as, 
‘How can it go higher?’ Children begin to 
understand more about decorating 
sculptures and adding expression through 
texture. They use a variety of tools to 
support the learning of techniques and to 
add detail. 

 

Children still use a variety of materials 
for sculpting and experiment with 
joining and constructing. They begin to 
understand more about clay modelling 
and using different tools with clay. They 
will be more reliant on their own ideas 
and knowledge of sculpture during the 
planning and designing process. 

 

 KS1 LKS2 UKS2 
 Children will have the opportunity to 

explore creating a variety of images on 
different backgrounds with a variety of 
media, 
e.g. paper, magazines, etc. Children 
experiment with sorting and arranging 
materials and refining their work. 

 

Children continue to explore creating collage 
with a variety of media, e.g. paper and 
magazines. They experiment with sorting 
and arranging materials with purpose to 
create effect. They learn new techniques, 
e.g. overlapping, tessellation, mosaic and 
montage. 

 

Children experiment with mixing 
textures and with sorting and 
arranging materials with purpose to 
create effect. They develop their 
understanding of techniques learned in 
Lower KS2 and develop their own ideas 
through planning. 
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Textiles 

 

 
 
Printing  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 KS1 LKS2 UKS2 
 Children have the opportunity to look at 

and practise a variety of techniques, 
e.g. weaving, dyeing and plaiting. They 
explore which textiles are best to use 
and produce the best result. 
Children will also explore decorating 
and embellishing their textiles to add 
detail, colour and effect. 

 

Children develop their weaving and 
colouring fabric skills further. They are also 
introduced to the skill of stitching in Lower 
KS2. 

 

Children further develop their 
weaving, overlapping and layering 
techniques. They experiment with a 
range of fabrics including non-
traditional fabrics. 

 

 KS1 LKS2 UKS2 
 Children experiment with shape and 

pattern, looking at repeated patterns 
and different materials to make 
texture, 
e.g. sponges. 
 

Children use a variety of printing blocks, e.g. 
coiled string glued to a block, and explore 
what effect making their own blocks has on 
shape and texture. 

 

Children have more opportunities to 
make printing blocks and tiles. They 
now reflect on their choice of colour for 
prints and develop their accuracy with 
patterns. 
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Work of Other Artists 
 

 

 KS1 LKS2 UKS2 
 Children have the opportunity to learn 

from the works of famous artists, 
studying their techniques and 
processes. They will be exposed to a 
range of different artists through 
history throughout KS1. 

 

Children continue to study the works of 
famous artists. They have more 
opportunity to offer opinion and to 
compare and contrast artists. Children 
will be exposed to a range of different 
artists through history, studying their 
techniques and processes. 

 

Children continue to learn from the works of 
famous artists. They now expand their 
knowledge by looking at the range of more 
famous artists. Children comment on the 
work of famous artists and name their pieces 
of work. 

 


