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Key Vocabulary How Did World War II Start?

The United Kingdom, France and The leader of Germany, Adolf Hitler, had plans to take over other countries. In
March 1938, Germany invaded and annexed Austria, which made other countries
worried. On 29" September 1938, British, French, German and Italian leaders
signed a treaty called the Munich Agreement. This allowed Hitler to annex the
Sudetenland (an area of Czechoslovakia) if he agreed not to invade anywhere
else. However, in August 1939, Hitler broke the agreement and invaded the rest
of Czechoslovakia, followed by Poland on 1% September. Britain, France and
Poland had made a pact to support each other, so Britain and France declared
war on Germany.

Poland, later joined by other
Allies countries, including the USSR
(Soviet Union), the United States of
America and China.

The Axis Powers were originally
Axis Germany, Japan and Italy. Other
countries joined them later.
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